blackened or discolored tooth, the importance of the subject becomes apparent, and it is not surprising that the presence of such teeth should be a constant source of mortification and annoyance to the patients, or that they should desire to be relieved in some way or other from the source of trouble.
When all efforts to remove the discoloration has proved unavailing, a strongly developed feeling of pride of appearance has not unfrequently induced patients to insist upon extraction, and practitioners have been found willing to comply with the request, although in all other respects the teeth were good and useful organs.
The shades of color presented by such teeth vary greatly, and depend upon the cause producing the discoloration and length of time that it has existed ; thus it may be of a rosy or even a scarlet hue when recent ; or brown, greenish, or black when of long-continued duration. A fall, a blow, or exposure to thermal influences may do such violence to a tooth that the vessels of the pulp will become congested to an extent that rupture of the blood corpuscles will take place, and the hseinotine or coloring matter of the blood uniting with the liquor sanguinis, being carried into the dentinal tubuli, gives to the tooth a rosy appearance, and in the case of very young persons, where the dentinal tubuli are very large, the color sometimes reaches a brighter red. The treatment indicated under such circumstances is to drill at once into the pulp cavity, so as to afford a convenient place of exit for the blood. In some cases the discoloration will disappear in a very short time after the removal of the pulp by syringing the pulp cavity with tepid water ; in other instances the employment of additional agencies, .which will he named hereafter, may be required.
Devitalization of the dental pulp may ensue from the causes referred to above, with little or no evidence of the fact until the attention of the patient or friends is arrested by a slightly darkened appearance of the tooth. It is in cases such as this that the acuteness of vision and judgment of the dentist are frequently put to the test, and it is important that he should be prepared to decide promptly, In the intervals between the application of the chlorinated preparations, the pulp cavities should be protected from external influences as much as possible by temporary but efficient stoppings.?Dental Cosmos.
